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FACTORY-STORE MOVEMENT
SEVIRRTY CRITICIZED

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

The osperation of workers® stores in various state-managed facturies began

nearly 4 months ago under the provision of Cebinot Decigiorn No 83.

The ex-

proes purposs behind the factory-store movement ls to raise workers' living
and cultural standards by bringing dally necessities and reading materials to

them,

mnaged stores; throughout North Korea.

There -are already 234 such stores representing 43 percent of all state-

The factory-etore movement has not, however, progresged as .ast as antiomw

ipated, , robably becauss of the following reasous:

1. Factory stores were rut into operation vith inadsquats preparations.

Tor oxample, coufiscation papers were In a siats of confueion.

1t1s made an

aoccurats inventory impossible, retarded the rcormal progress of the planned
tusinsss, and mads it almost impossible 1o supply the kind of guode in the

quantities wanted ty the workers.

&, Political conviction on the part of i1 store workers was, and still
is, very weak, This fact has been clearly iliustreted by the fact thet pivets
stores have an ample supply of everjything which the workers want while’ tho same
geols arg nct found on the shelves in the factary stores. In otuer words, in-
dividval atore ovmers appesr to be pimcing personal interest before the interest

of the gtate,

3. At preseut the factury-stere movement stage lacks & constructive poliocy
and plamning metheds, Iaxity of any degree 1n thie movement constitutes a

violation of Directive No 8 of the ministry of Camerce.

It has occoasionally been

notad in various faotory btores that the workers are frequently unable to buy
needed items just because certain managers have falled to receive the 1tems from

tiis d1stributor in time, This 1s & cage of poor planning.
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4, The clerks in the Pactory store ars not working hard. For example R
they sxbmit probiems concerning the store or shipping to the Ministry of
Coammerce. Then, they Just alt end wait for the decielon ingtead of trying
to golvs the problems In the meantime,

5. There is sufficient evlidence to state that the clerks in the factory
stores are neglecting to study and analyze the declslon handed down by the
higher authorities., When their attention is called to certain errors they
made, they explain it away by sta:iing that they do not kmow how to conduct

halneass.

G. fThe public in generel as well as the factcry workers du not under-
stand the full meaning of the factory-store movement, nor ls there any adsquate
propaganda about this movement.
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